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According to the South Jersey Traffic Safety Alliance, preliminary numbers indicate there were 71 motor vehicle fatalities in the 4 counties of Atlantic, Cape May, Cumberland and Salem Counties in 2012 compared to 97 in 2011, representing a 35% reduction.   
Teresa Thomas, Program Manager for the South Jersey Traffic Safety Alliance said, “The Alliance is thrilled to see motor vehicle fatalities down and we would like to believe the numbers reflect our hard work but the reality is there are many factors that need to be considered such as the economy, fuel costs, a devastating storm, vehicle safety, and roadway design for example.” 
Atlantic County showed the largest decrease with 16 less than 2011, representing a decrease of 33%, and the largest decrease in passenger fatalities (11).  Salem and Cumberland Counties both saw overall decreases of 7 and 5 respectively.  Cape May County showed the only overall increase in the region, which included 5 pedestrian fatalities compared to zero in 2011.  
Pedestrian fatalities in the SJTSA region increased from 8 (13%) in 2010, 15 (15%) in 2011 and 18 (25%) in 2012.   New Jersey pedestrian fatalities increased from 141 (25%) in 2010 to 143 (23%) in 2011 and 163 (27%) in 2012.  The additional 20 pedestrian fatalities in 2012 only represent a slight increase in the overall percentage of motor vehicle fatalities in the state because overall fatalities decreased by 32 (5%) throughout the state.

Thomas said “Pedestrian fatalities have been on the rise in the Alliance region and across the state and will continue to be a priority for both education and enforcement.”  

Motorcycle fatalities also decreased in both the region and the state.  The state saw a significant decrease from 92 to 70 representing a 24% reduction while the SJTSA region only saw a 2% reduction, 14 to 9 motorcyclists killed.  

Fifty percent of all motor vehicle fatalities in the region took place in May through September (37) with 50% of them being other than motor vehicles, specifically, 9 pedestrians, 6 motorcyclists, and 1 dirt bike.   May, June, and July were the deadliest months with 12 fatalities in July and 7 each in May and June. 

2012 was the first year the Alliance kept a tally of fatalities on a daily basis.  As fatal crashes were added to the NJ State Police’s website, the Alliance would look for news articles on-line and in the newspaper for specific information.    
Thomas said “It has been interesting to look at each fatal crash as it happened and for the most part we have something on each one but the information is not conclusive.  That is, we might not have information on seat belt use, age or contributing circumstances.” 
The Alliance has begun tracking fatalities for 2013 and there are 2 to date.  A table of fatalities for both 2013 and 2012 by county and classification are available on the Alliance’s website, www.SJTSA.org.  
In addition to statistics from the NJ State Police website and news articles, the Alliance used data from the NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety.
	Overall Fatalities
	2012
	2011
	Totals

	Atlantic Co
	32
	48
	-16

	Cape May Co
	11
	9
	+2

	Cumberland Co
	19
	24
	-5

	Salem Co
	9
	16
	-7

	Totals
	71
	97
	-26


	Pedestrian Fatalities
	2012
	2011
	Totals

	Atlantic Co
	7
	9
	-2

	Cape May Co
	5
	0
	+5

	Cumberland Co
	6
	4
	+2

	Salem Co
	1
	2
	-1

	Totals
	19
	15
	+4


TYPES OF MV FATALITIES, BY TYPE, IN THE SJTSA REGION

	
	     Driver 
	Passengers
	 Motorcycle
	Pedestrian
	Bicycle
	Total

	ATLANTIC

    2012

    2011

    2010

    2009
    2008

    2007
	13
18

7

17
15
28
	5
16

8

8
8

9
	4
4

4
5
2

6
	7
9

6

12
6

11
	3
1

1

1
0
1
	32
48

24

43
31

55

	CAPE MAY

   2012
   2011

   2010

   2009
   2008

   2007
	4
5

3

7
4
13
	1
3

0

0
3

4
	1
1

1
0
4

3
	5
0

0

1
0
1
	0
0

0

0
0
0
	11
9

4

8
11

21

	CUMBER
   2012
   2011

   2010

   2009
   2008

   2007
	8
11

12

21
9
8
	2
3

5

5
5

8
	3
6

4
0
6

6
	5
4

2

1
2

0
	1
0

0

1
1

0
	19
24

22

28
23

22

	SALEM
   2012
   2011

   2010

   2009
   2008

   2007
	5
7

4

9 

10
8   
	1
4

4

1

3

4
	1
3

4
2 

3

0
	1
2

0

1 

0
1
	1
0

0

1 

0
0
	9
16

12

14
16

13

	% of fatalities

  2012
  2011

  2010

  2009
  2008
	 30 (42%)
 41 (42%)

 26 (40%)

 54 (57%)
 38 (47%)

 57 (51%)
	  9 (13%)
  26 (27%)

  17 (27%)

  14 (15%)
  19 (24%)

  25 (16%)
	     9 (13%)
* 14 (14%)

 * 13 (20%)
   7   (7%)
  15 (18%)

  15 (13%)
	  18 (25%)
  15 (15%)

    8 (13%)

  15 (16%)
    8 (20%)

  13 (12%)
	  5  (7%)
  1 (1%)

  1 (1.5%)

  3 (3%)
  1 (1%)

  1 (.8%)
	    71
    97

    65

    93

    81

  111








MAY, JUNE AND JULY most deadly months for traffic fatalities in 2012.








