
    

 

INFANT – Specifically designed for chil-
dren up to 20 pounds.  They are always 
rear facing.  Some come with a detachable 
base that allows the seat to be used as a 
carrier and some do not.  Make sure you 
are using a Federally approved child safety 
seat not just an infant carrier.  Infant carri-
ers are not crash tested and may not protect 
a child in a crash.   
CONVERTIBLE – Designed for chil-
dren 5 to  40 pounds.  They can be placed 
rear facing and then converted to forward 
facing.  There is a mechanism, known as a 
kick stand, that allows the seat to be con-
verted so make sure it is in the proper posi-
tion.  Check your child safety seat manual 
for specific directions on your model.  
COMBINATION OR FORWARD 
FACING – These seats are designed for 
toddlers 20 or 30 pounds to 80.  They in-
clude an internal harness for the lighter, 
smaller children, usually up to 40 pounds.  
When the internal harness is removed they 
become belt positioning boosters, using the 
vehicle seat belt system to secure a child.  
BOOSTERS – Are designed for children 
over 40 pounds but not yet big enough or 
old enough for to use the vehicle seat belt 
systems safely.  They raise a child up so 
that the lap portion of the seat belt crosses 
the child’s hips.  Both types, the high back 
and backless provide attachments so that 
the shoulder portion of the seat belt can be 
adjusted properly.    

Lower Anchors and Tethers for Children 
 
LATCH is in all vehicles manufactured 
after September 1, 2002.  Between 1999 
and 2002, manufacturers phased in the sys-
tem, so check your vehicle. 

NOTE: Top tethers reduce forward move-
ment by up to 28 percent in forward facing car 
seats.  However, they are not required on most 
rear facing child seats so check your child 
safety seat manual for proper use.   

1) Read the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions for your car seat.  

2) Read the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions for vehicle to determine where 
the lower anchors and top tethers 
are in your vehicle.  

3) Face the seat in the proper direction. 
4) Thread the attachment on the 

LATCH-equipped child safety seat 
through the belt path and attach to 
the lower anchors.  Pull tightly and 
use the 1 inch test, above.  

5) Attach the top tether and pull 
tightly.   

1) Read the manufacturer’s instructions 
for your car seat.  

2) Read the manufacturer’s instructions 
for vehicle to determine which kind of 
seat belt system you have. Seat belt 
systems are designed for adults and 
need to be manipulated to secure child 
safety seats.  

• Automatic Locking Retractor  (ALR) - 
pull the seat belt all the way out, 
mechanism will lock in increments.  
Be sure the child safety seat is in posi-
tion before releasing seat belt.  

• Emergency Locking Retractor (ELR)  – 
only lock in the case of a 
crash and require the use 
of the locking clip to 
secure the child seat to 
the vehicle.  Locking 
clips are usually stored 
on the back of a child safety seat. 

• Switchable Retractor – pull the seat 
belt all the way out to activate locking 
mechanism, otherwise the belt will not 
lock the seat. 

3) Face the seat in the proper direction. 
4) Thread the vehicles seat belt system 

through the correct belt path and pull 
securely.  Use the 1 inch test to deter-
mine if the seat is tight enough.  

Serving Atlantic, Cape 

May, Cumberland and 

Salem Counties 

Seat belts are designed for adults.  Child 
safety seats are a crash tested device 
that is specifically designed for chil-
dren.  When used properly they are life-
saving devices.    

Pull and push the car seat, side to side, 
at the belt path.  If it moves more than 1 
inch it is not secure enough and may not 
protect your child as intended in a crash.   
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As of December 1, 2001, children up 
to age 8 or 80 pounds must ride in a 
child restraint or booster seat in the 
rear seat of the vehicle.   
    Children over the age of 8 who 
weigh more than 80 pounds must 
wear a seat belt anywhere in the ve-
hicle.   
    Passengers from age 8 to 18 
(regardless of weight) must wear a 
seat belt anywhere inside a vehicle.  

The harness re-
tainer clip need to be at the 
child’s armpit level to keep the 
shoulder straps in place.  
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