Black Horse Pike in Atlantic County still among most deadly roads in the state for pedestrians 
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black horse pike traffic

Ronald Jones of Pleasantville crosses the intersection of the Black Horse Pike and Main Street in Pleasantville with the light. Saturday May 28 2011 Two pedestrian fatalities that occured this month has prompted the state to send a team to review the road for safety recommendations. (The Press of Atlantic City / Ben Fogletto)



Ben Fogletto

black horse pike traffic

Cars travel the intersection of the Black Horse Pike and Main Street in Pleasantville. Saturday May 28 2011 Two pedestrian fatalities that occured this month has prompted the state to send a team to review the road for safety recommendations. (The Press of Atlantic City / Ben Fogletto)
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Black Horse Pike traffic

Pedestrians cross against the light Saturday at the intersection of Black Horse Pike and Main Street in Pleasantville.
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Cars travel the intersection of the Black Horse Pike and Main Street in Pleasantville. Saturday May 28 2011 Two pedestrian fatalities that occured this month has prompted the state to send a team to review the road for safety recommendations. (The Press of Atlantic City / Ben Fogletto)

black horse pike traffic

Screeching vehicle brake pads and howling police sirens are familiar sounds for Jermaine Haley.

Haley, the owner of Jump Off, a clothing store located a block from the Black Horse Pike on South Main Street in Pleasantville, last heard those sounds May 9. He was standing outside his store that day, his back to the pike, a few minutes after 6 p.m.

Screeeeech!!!

Haley turned and saw a woman lying motionless and facedown in the street, a pickup truck parked a few feet away. Traffic stopped.

Police arrived and blocked off the road.

“I was really scared for her,” Haley said. “You’re thinking, ‘That’s someone’s mother, that’s someone’s daughter. There are people who care for her.’”

The woman was Patricia Ayala, 33. Ayala, of Pleasantville, died the next day of injuries suffered in the accident.

Haley has witnessed at least five serious pedestrian accidents at the Black Horse Pike and Main Street since he opened his business five years ago.

“Someone really has to do something about the pike,” he said.

For pedestrians, crossing the four-lane highway — with a thin median in between — can be scary.

Despite a state-implemented “safe corridor” designation, the Black Horse Pike remains a treacherous road for pedestrians in Pleasantville and the West Atlantic City section of Egg Harbor Township, and a nonprofit agency has classified Route 40 in the eastern part of Atlantic County — through Atlantic City, Egg Harbor Township and Pleasantville — as one of the worst roads in the state for pedestrian safety. Two people have been killed trying to cross the highway this month alone.

Earlier this month, the state said it would examine ways to make the pike safer for pedestrians. New Jersey Department of Transportation spokesman Tim Greeley said his department will send a field team of engineers and safety experts in the next few weeks to review the road.

“We try to be proactive around the state, but these types of incidents do bring attention,” he said.

The day after Ayala died, James P. Bleeker, 51, of Egg Harbor Township, was killed while crossing the pike at about 9:15 p.m. at Brenta Avenue in West Atlantic City.

No charges have been filed in either accident.

The accidents came three months after the Tri-State Transportation Campaign ranked Route 322/40 (Black Horse Pike/Albany Avenue) as the second most dangerous street in New Jersey in its annual report, following Route 130 in Burlington County.

The organization, which is funded through public grants and private contributions, advocates for less reliance on car transportation in New Jersey, New York and Connecticut, and lobbies governments for more public transportation projects and to create safer and more efficient roadways.

Kate Slevin, the organization’s executive director, said the rankings are based on the seven fatalities on the road from 2007 to 2009, most of which occurred along the roadway between Atlantic City and Pleasantville. There were six fatalities on the pike in 2005 and 2006, the organization says. Data from 2010 has not been released, she said.

The victims are a variety of young, middle-aged and senior adults.

Slevin said the roadway is prone to fatalities due to its width, fast-moving traffic, few amenities for pedestrians, retail shops accessible by foot and the long distance between crosswalks, which encourages jaywalking.

“Ideally, you would need a substantial redesign of the roadway to make it safe for everyone who uses it,” she said. “There are some solutions that can be implemented: Install better crosswalks, disallow right turns on red to provide exclusive crossing time for pedestrians and have more crosswalks.”

The DOT team will attempt to determine the possibility of implementing safety improvements, Greeley said.

“At this point we make no guarantees anything would come from it,” he said. “We will take a good, long, hard look and formulate a plan to see if it’s feasible.”

Greeley said the department proposed doubling its pedestrian safety investment in its 2012 budget. The amount for safety would be about 3 percent — or about $69 million — of the $2.3 billion budget. Proposed safety programs include installing sidewalks and crosswalks, and improving lighting and signage, he said.

Atlantic County Office of Highway Safety Director Michael Schurman called the roadway one of the worst in southern New Jersey but said local officials are hamstrung because it’s a state road.

“We can’t do anything about it,” he said.

Schurman said he was glad to hear the state will review the road.

The state has designated sections of the pike as a “safe corridor,” which lowered the speed limit to 40 mph and increased fines for traffic offenses.

Capt. Rocky Melendez, of the Pleasantville Police Department, said the designation has been a benefit, but the state has not been able to allocate additional funding for enforcement.

“Any time we have a highway that is prone to pedestrian accidents, we take steps to ensure people are being careful on the highway,” he said. “We often put (officers) to patrol sections of the highway for motor vehicles and pedestrians.”

Public Concerns

Despite the added police presence, concerns about the roadway continue.

James Drinks says he makes sure his customers are careful when they walk to the Sherwin Williams paint store at Main Street and the pike where the May 9 accident occurred. The assistant manager said he often reminds customers of the parking lot in the rear of his building so they can avoid the busy road.

“They’ll come in and say, ‘Wow, that street is crazy,’” he said. “That’s why I always tell them there’s parking so they won’t have to deal with crossing the street.”

Drinks said the state should reduce the 40-mph speed limit from between Franklin Boulevard and New Road in Pleasantville, where there are the most pedestrians.

“When I sit at the counter, I’ll see cars come through for a flash. They must be going 60 to 70 mph,” he said. “Sometimes the building shakes when the trucks come by because they are so fast. You think they’d slow down a little bit, but it’s nuts sometimes.”

Pleasantville resident Mimi Laurent lives a few blocks from Main Street and the pike and dreads crossing the pike to her bus stop for work every day. She said drivers constantly speed through red lights. When crossing with her 11-year-old daughter, she acts as a buffer between her and traffic.

“I have no idea what they can do,” she said. “I don’t think much can be done. There are just a lot of crazy drivers.”

Atlantic City resident Ana Alvaraclo said she crosses the street every day and always practices caution. But after hearing of the May 9 fatality, she is even more cautious. News of the accident shocked and scared her, she said.

“I don’t rush across the street,” she said. “It’s always better to be late than not get there at all.”

Pedestians cross the intersection of the Black Horse Pike and Main Street in Pleasantville with the light. Saturday May 28 2011 Two pedestrian fatalities that occured this month has prompted the state to send a team to review the road for safety recommendations. (The Press of Atlantic City / Ben Fogletto)











